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School Staffing

Vermont	students	return	to	
school	as	staff	shortages	
persist	
August	30,	2023	

Out	of	more	than	1,900	open	or	
vacant	posi6ons	in	educa6on	
across	Vermont,	208	are	for	
teacher	posi6ons,	according	to	
the	newsle>er	802	Ed.

Staff	shortages	persist	
across	Vermont	schools	
January	25,	2023	

Teachers	struggle	with	scarce	
housing,	low	pay,	pressure	to	
focus	on	test	scores	and	
burnout,	Robinson	and	others	
told	lawmakers	of	the	House	
Commi>ee	on	Educa6on	on	
Jan.	18.	

Vermont’s	teacher	shortage	has	
schools	scrambling	to	fill	posi@ons	
August	16,	2022	

But	this	hiring	season	has	been	especially	
hard,	administrators	say,	because	of	a	
perfect	storm	of	factors:	burnout	from	
teaching	during	the	pandemic,	a	housing	
shortage,	poli6ciza6on	and	division	at	
school	board	mee6ngs,	and	fears	for	
safety	amid	a	wave	of	school	shoo6ngs.		



Housing health is entwined with 
the health of our schools

Caring for our schools and 
communities means paying 

attention to housing



VT Education Funding

Education Tax Rate Spending per Student =

Spend more 
per Student?

disadvantaged students count more than 1 *

TAX RATE



Same Building Fewer Kids?

$10 million 500

÷ = $20,000 per Student

$10 million 300

÷ = $33,333 per Student
TAX RATE

Student population 
becoming more advantaged?



Student Population Decline
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Education Spending and Enrollment



Per Equalized Pupil Spending Increase



Student Weight Change

“current pupil weights … were insufficient and that 
additional weights should be added to address 

further inequities …. “ 

Act 127 of 2022

Weighting Study 2018

An act relating to improving student equity by 
adjusting the school funding formula and providing 

education quality and funding oversight 



Norwich & Thetford Change in 
Tax Rates

ThetfordNorwich

19% 16%



Housing and Education



2017 2022 Change Change %
Norwich Homestead 1044 1026 -18 -1.7%

Non-Homestead 517 551 34 6.6%
Sharon Homestead 407 410 3 0.7%

Non-Homestead 352 362 10 2.8%
Strafford Homestead 373 380 7 1.9%

Non-Homestead 305 294 -11 -3.6%
Thetford Homestead 882 898 16 1.8%

Non-Homestead 508 503 -5 -1.0%
Net change in homesteads 8
Net change in non homesteads 28

Change in Reported Number of Homesteads and Non-Homesteads  
2017 - 2022



Change in Median Homestead and Non-Homestead values  
2017 to 2022 (from grand lists)

Norwich Median Homestead $ 445,880 588,682 142,802 32%

Median Non Homestead $ 244,859 358,888 114,029 47%

Sharon Median Homestead $ 193,760 265,915 72,155 37%

Median Non Homestead $ 94,280 137,121 42,841 45%

Strafrord Median Homestead $ 263,386 305,940 42,554 16%

Median Non Homestead $ 111,612 150,193 38,581 35%

Thetford Median Homestead $ 240,719 287,142 46,423 19%

Median Non Homestead $ 137,422 160,796 23,374 17%
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Homelessness: Myths and Data

Anne N. Sosin, MPH
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